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The Principle of Authoritative

or Advisory Nature of Directives

Abolfazl Zarei
Abstract
The authoritative (moulavi) or advisory (irshadi) nature of directives,
due to its strategic role in the process of deducing Sharia rulings, has
long been a focus of attention for scholars of usul al-figh. However,
because a comprehensive and unified research on this matter has not
been conducted, the criterion for distinguishing them remains
unclear. Therefore, the question of the primary principle in
determining whether directives are authoritative or advisory is a
matter requiring thorough investigation. This study aims to identify
the criterion for distinguishing between authoritative and advisory
commands and prohibitions through the description and analysis of
usuli propositions and the collection of library-based data. The study
concludes that there is generally no primary principle for the
authoritative or advisory nature of directives. Instead, in each area of
jurisprudence, by juxtaposing authoritative or advisory commands
and identifying which predominates, one can establish the principle
of authoritative or advisory nature in that specific area.
Keywords: Advisory, Authoritative, Criterion for Advisory and
Authoritative Command, Advice, Advice based on Rational

Judgment.
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