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The Scope of the Authoritativeness of Solitary Report

in Islamic Sciences

Mirmahmood Seyyed-Sediq*
Hamid Reza Jafari?

Abstract

Khabar al-wahid (solitary report) is one of the central and contested
issues in the Islamic sciences, including jurisprudence, theology, and
biographical evaluation.The disagreement concerns not only the very
principle of its authoritativeness (hujjiyyah), but also the grounds for
such authoritativeness and the scope of its application. For instance,
al-Muhaqqiq al-Khii'T considers the basis of its authoritativeness to be
the rational practice of the wise, whereas al-Shahid al-Sadr traces it to
the Qur’anic verse of Naba’ (Q 49:6). As for its scope, positions differ
significantly: Sayyid al-Murtada denies the authoritativeness of
khabar al-wahid altogether, while Shaykh al-Ttist deems it valid in the
domain of legal rulings.

Many jurists, including Aqa Diya’ al-‘Iraqi, out of precaution, do not
consider it authoritative in important matters. The authoritativeness of
khabar al-wahid has also been discussed beyond figh and usal. In ‘ilm
al-rijal, for example, if the reliability of a rijali scholar’s statement is
taken as a form of “testimony”, the testimony of a single upright
individual, particularly when based on conjecture, is insufficient; but
if it is treated as a khabar al-wahid, it would carry authority. In
Qur’anic exegesis, too, some scholars such as the late Grand
Ayatollah Fazel Lankarani (may God sanctify his soul) accepted the
authoritativeness of khabar al-wahid, whereas others, like the late
‘Allamah Tabataba'1, did not, particularly in cases where the verse to
which the solitary report pertains does not concernlegal rulings.
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—www.shafez590@gmail.com
2. Professor of Advanced Seminary Studies, Qom Seminary, hamidrezajafaril10@gmail.com
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o>
This study seeks to examine the scope of the authoritativeness of khabar
al-wahid in light of differing foundations. The findings indicate that
while scholars have relied upon solitary reports in legal rulings, they
have generally denied their authoritativeness in “important matters”, in
the domain of adjudication, in theological doctrines, and in external
factual matters, particularly with regard to sensory reports, due to their
lack of reliability in representing reality. Furthermore, in the sciences of
exegesis and ethics, some figures, such as ‘Allamah Tabataba'1, have
also rejected the authoritativeness of khabar al-wahid.

Keywords: hujjiyyah (authoritativeness), khabar al-wahid (solitary
report), sensory report, conjectural report.
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