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Validation of the Authenticity of Legal Proofs (hujaj) and
Evidences in the Methodology of Comparative
Jurisprudence of ‘Allama al-Hilli in Tadhkirat al-Fuqaha’

Abdullah Bahramizad *
Hamid Khadim al-Dhakerin ®
Abstract

One of the most significant domains of jurisprudential studies is the
methodological analysis of the major Shi‘i jurists’ schools of thought.
Among these, ‘Allama al-Hillt stands out as one of the most influential
Imami jurists, whose jurisprudential principles played a crucial role in
scholarly dialogue between Shi‘a and other Islamic schools. Accordingly,
a rigorous examination of his methods and foundations is indispensable.
This study, with a particular emphasis on ‘Allama al-Hilli’s Worls-
especially his seminal Tadhkirat al-Fugaha’- and by employing the
analytical method of ijtihad, explores his views and approaches in
validating the transmission authenticity of legal proofs (fujaj) and
evidences. In his inferential methodology, unlike certain marginal trends
among both Shi‘a and Sunn circles, the apparent meanings of the Qur’an
are considered one of the primary sources for deriving legal rulings.
Criteria such as rational indications, contradiction with the Qur’an, textual
or semantic inconsistency, and the absence of a report within the well-
known principles are regarded as key factors that weaken a narration;
however, weakness in the chain of transmission alone does not suffice for
its rejection. Conversely, elements such as fawatur (mass-transmission),

istifada (widespread transmission), multiplicity of chains, sound isnad,
and conformity with the principles of the Imamt school are among the
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and conformity with the principles of the Imami school are among the
crucial factors affirming the transmission authenticity of narrations.
Consensus, in its various formulations, is also employed as a
supplementary proof in the process of deriving legal rulings.
Furthermore, recourse to precaution appears in two domains:
persuading the audience intellectually and engaging in disputation
through what is best.
Undoubtedly, a nuanced understanding of ‘Allama al- Hill’s jurisprudential
foundations in the realm of comparative jurisprudence paves the way for
rational engagement with opponents and the avoidance of futile disputes
stemming from sectarian bias.

Keywords: ‘Allama al-Hilli, Tadhkirat al-Fugaha’, methodology of
ijtihad,comparative jurisprudence, validation of transmission authenticity.
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