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A Thematic-Legal Examination of the Tongue of
Disposition in Elegies

Amir Abbas Esfahani*

Ali Nowruzi ?

Abstract

One of the common methods of conveying meaning, particularly in
elegiac recitation and passion plays (shabih-khani), is the Tongue of
Disposition (zaban-e hal)-a rhetorical device in which a given situation
is depicted as though it “speaks,” thereby communicating a message.
The widespread use of this method renders its juridical assessment of
particular importance. This study first explicates the nature and
conceptual framework of zaban-e hal, and then analyzes the relevant
juridical and theological arguments. It should be noted that previous
scholarship, especially concerning the legal-theological analysis of
zaban-e hal, is relatively scarce.

In analyzing the nature of the subject, zaban-e hal is categorized as a
form of allusion or metaphorical expression. In the legal discussion,
all the arguments suggesting its possible prohibition are carefully
examined and critiqued. These include arguments grounded in the
prohibition of falsehood, the avoidance of conflating zaban-e hal with
zaban-e qal (literal speech), the prohibition of impersonating the
Infallibles (peace be upon them) through zaban-e hal, the prohibition
of misleading the audience, and the prohibition of speaking without
knowledge. However, these arguments do not establish the absolute
impermissibility of zaban-e hal.

Among the evidences supporting its permissibility, in addition to the
principle of permissibility (asalat al-jawaz), certain Qur’anic verses and
tacit approvals of the Infallibles (peace be upon them) are invoked.
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Accordingly, if zaban-e hal conforms to the apparent meaning of the
discourse and is accompanied by contextual indicators, it is
permissible; if it does not correspond to the apparent meaning but is
intended solely as zaban-e hal, it remains permissible provided that it
is not confused with literal speech. Some scholars further stipulate the
necessity of explicitly intending zaban-e hal. Nonetheless, if the use
of zaban-e hal results in the distortion of historical reality, it would,
on certain juridical grounds, be deemed impermissible.

Keywords: zaban-e hal (the Tongue of Disposition), elegies, allusion,
falsehood, historical distortion
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