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The Quiddity of Propagation of Indecency in Light of
Jurisprudential and Exegetical Sources

Ali Ghafarian Maragha’i*

Abstract

On the basis of verse 19 of Siirat al-Niir and other evidences, the ruling of
prohibition has been established for the propagation of indecency. Given
the diversity of scholarly opinions regarding the intended meaning of the
propagation of indecency, it is essential to examine this expression so that
not only the Qur’anic verse may be properly understood, but also the
legal rulings and regulations pertaining to its applications can be
accurately determined.

In the first stage, the lexical meanings of indecency and Propagation are
analyzed. In the second stage, the interpretations of scholars-including
both exegetes and jurists-regarding the terms fahisha and fahsha’, which
are presented in five distinct views, are examined. Subsequently, the
scholarly understandings of the phrase the propagation of indecency in
verse 19 of Sarat al-Nar-which forms the foundation of the concept of the
propagation of indecency-are studied within two major interpretive
perspectives.

The findings suggest that indecency denotes a “deed” or “speech” of
extreme obscenity, consistent with the explanations of the lexicographers.
Furthermore, construing the phrase an propagation as meaning “to
disclose” or “to make manifest” appears to be more cogent and well-
founded.

Keywords: Verse 19 of Siirat al-Nir, jurists , exegetes, propagation of
indecency (isha ‘at al-fahsha), indecency (fahsha’).
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