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133 / Abstracts

A New Interpretation of Imam Khomeini’s Theory of

Legal Addresses

Hasan Pahang*

Abstract

The theory of legal addresses (al-khitabat al-qantiniyya), regarded by
scholars of usil al-figh as Imam Khomeini’s (may God have mercy on
him) most significant and renowned juristic innovation, has far-
reaching implications in usili, fight, and legal discussions. The aim of
this article is to present a new reading of this theory through a
comparative analysis with the theory of complete and incomplete
obligation (al-wujib al-tamm wa-l-naqis) advanced by Aga Diya’ al-
Din al-‘Iraqt (may God have mercy on him). Accordingly, although
the theory of legal addresses can be examined across multiple usili
domains, in order to provide a clear and focused comparison between
the two theories, the present study confines its analysis to the domain
of tazahum (conflict of obligations), employing an ijtihad-based
analytical method. The findings of this research indicate a very high
degree of correspondence between the theory of legal addresses and
the theory of incomplete obligation, to the extent that it can be argued
that they share an identical underlying nature.

Keywords: incomplete obligation (wujib naqis), tartib (sequential
obligation), tazahum (conflict of obligations), inhilal (analytical
dissolution of obligation).

1. Graduate of Ahl al-Bayt (Peace Be upon Them) Jurisprudential Center.
razhhsbskrjhhz@gmail.com
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