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A Critical Reappraisal of the Juristic Foundations of Sahib
al-Jawahir and Sayyid Muhammad Sa‘id Hakim on the
Sufficiency of Recommended Ghusl in Place of Wudu

Ali Muzaffarin®

Muhammad Rida Khant*

Abstract

One of the significant and disputed issues in Imami jurisprudence (figh

al-Imamiyya) is whether recommended ritual baths (aghsal mustahabba)

are sufficient in place of ritual ablution (wudiz’). This question has long

been debated among Shi‘i jurists and plays a decisive role in the validity

of acts of worship, particularly prayer. From a general perspective, both

ghusl and wudiz” are among the three forms of ritual purification (al-

taharat al-thaldth) and constitute prerequisites for the validity of worship; o 4% »
however, the precise relationship between them and the possibility of one

substituting for the other has consistently been subject to doubt. The ez eote|pss Jlo
central question is whether recommended ritual baths, like the obligatory ' 25?5
ghusl of major ritual impurity (ghusl al-janaba), can replace wudii’, or

whether wudiz’ remains an independent and universal condition for the

validity of prayer.

In this context, two prominent positions have been advanced by Sahib

al-Jawahir and Ayatollah Sayyid Muhammad Sa‘id Hakim. The

former emphasizes the insufficiency of recommended ritual baths in

place of wudii’, whereas the latter maintains the absolute sufficiency

of all legislated ritual baths (aghsal mashrii‘a) as substitutes for

wudii’. Employing a descriptive—analvtical method and focusing on a

1. Graduate of Level Two (Sath 2), Ahl al-Bayt (Peace Be upon Them) Jurisprudential
Center. alimozaffarin01@jmail.com
2. Graduate of Level Four (Sath 4), Ahl al-Bayt (Peace Be upon Them) Jurisprudential

Center. mohammadrezakhanill2@jmail.com
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comparative examination of these two jurists’ views, the present study

investigates the Qur anic, hadith-based, and usili foundations of both
theories. The findings indicate that the narrations supporting Ayatollah
Hakim’s position are stronger in terms of both chain of transmission
and indication, and that the responses offered to opposing objections
exhibit greater logical coherence and usali rigor. Accordingly, the
theory affirming the absolute sufficiency of all legislated ritual baths in
place of wudii’, grounded in robust narrational and ustli evidence, is
evaluated as the more defensible and preferable position.

Keywords: recommended ritual baths (aghsal mustahabba), wudii’,
sufficiency of ghusl, Sahib al-Jawahir, Ayatollah Hakim, Imami
jurisprudence.
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