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The Requirement of Superior Piety (4wra ‘iyyat) in the
Authority of the Marja“ al-Taqlid amid Affirmation

and Negation

Mohsen Abii al-Hasani*

Hamid-Reza Parbafarant
Abstract
The conditions governing the issuance of legal opinions (farwa) and the
assumption of the office of marja iyyat al-taqlid have always constituted
some of the most central discussions in the disciplines of figh and usil al-
figh. Among these conditions, the question of the validity of awra iyyat-
that is, superiority in piety and moral scrupulousness (wara ‘) over other
qualified jurists - occupies a distinctive position. The key question is
whether awra iyyat constitutes a binding condition for the obligation of
emulating a marja . If the obligation to follow the most pious jurist (al-
awra ) is accepted, then emulation (faglid) of a non-awra* mujtahid in
the presence of an awra® one would not be permissible. Given the
practical relevance of this issue - particularly for legally responsible
individuals (mukallafizn) seeking to select a legitimately emulable
authority -and the absence of a comprehensive independent study on the
subject, the present research addresses a significant scholarly need.
Accordingly, this article is structured with the aim of examining, from
both fighi and ustli perspectives, the requirement of awra iyyat in the
marja  al-taqlid, and seeks to demonstrate that awra 7yyat is not merely a
preferential attribute but a valid and necessary condition for attaining this
position. To this end, employing a descriptive—analytical method and
drawing upon fight, usiilt, and hadith sources, the study first analyzes the

1. Level Four (Sath 4) Research Student of the Qom Seminary, Advanced (Kharij) Program, Ahl
al-Bayt (Peace Be upon Them) Jurisprudential Center. 11maboalhasani@gmail.com
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concept of awra iyyat from both its lexical meaning and its technical
usage in jurisprudence. It then examines the positions of Imami jurists,
along with the evidences advanced by proponents and opponents of
conditioning marja iyyat upon awra iyyat. Finally, the article addresses
the means by which a jurist’s awra iyyat may be established.

The findings of the study indicate that certain narrational proofs-such as
the Magbiila of ‘Umar b. Hanzala, the Muwaththaga of Dawid b.
Husayn, and the report of Misa b. Ukayl - when subjected to precise
analysis of both their chains of transmission and their semantic
indications, are capable of substantiating the requirement of awra iyyat.
Moreover, rational considerations and the established practical conduct
(sira) of the religiously observant community (al-mutasharri‘a) strongly
support the precedence of the more pious jurist in the office of
marja iyyat, insofar as greater piety plays a decisive role in enhancing the

mukallaf’s confidence in the correctness and soundness of legal verdicts.
Keywords: ijtihad and taqlid, marja‘ al-taglid, awra ‘iyyat (Superior
piety), the more pious jurist (fagih awra®), disagreement of legal
opinions.
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