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The Scope of the Instances of the Propagation of
Indecency in the Context of Contemporary Social

Transformations

Ali Ghaffarian*

Abstract

After establishing the prohibition of isha ‘at al-fahsha’ (the propagation of
indecency) through scriptural proofs, the central issue becomes the
application of this concept to newly emerging instances in the
contemporary era. In light of the expansion of media spaces and the
formation of new modes of social interaction, a range of phenomena has
emerged whose qualification as instances of the ‘“propagation of
indecency” requires careful examination and analysis. Employing a
descriptive — analytical method and drawing on jurisprudential (fighi) and
exegetical (tafsiri) library sources, this study addresses the main question
of which phenomena constitute instances of the propagation of indecency
within the context of contemporary social transformations, with reference
to the two principal views regarding the meaning of isha ‘at al-fahsha’,
and whether activities such as online advertising and social gatherings fall
within its scope. The findings indicate that phenomena such as
pornography, the dissemination of corrupting news, the promotion of
deviant cultures, the establishment of centers of corruption, the
organization of corruption-oriented gatherings, and commercial activities
associated with moral (corruption), depending on the fulfillment of
conditions such as the “degree of reprehensibility” (shiddat al-qubh)

and the “extent of dissemination,” may be classified as instances of the

1. Level Four (Sath 4) Research Student of the Qom Seminary, Advanced (Kharij) Program,
Ahl al-Bayt (Peace Be upon Them) Jurisprudential Center. Agh1369@gmail.com
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propagation of indecency under one of the two aforementioned views.
Such an application clarifies the legal obligations (takalif shar iyya) of
morally responsible agents (mukallafiin) in confronting these phenomena
and provides direction for the policies of supervisory and executive
institutions in preventing the normalization of indecent acts within an
Islamic society.

Keywords: propagation of indecency (isha'at al-fahsha’), social
gatherings, indecency (fahsha’), social figh, emerging instances,
pornography.
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