e 4 s - <

A
0O 3 0 8) T
a5 ol olibndgs
VFF Oliwe) g ).3'L3 ‘f)LQ"-' o ylou ‘r;.b Jlw

-

2 lebl 4all 59595 (o dw)e jliel Colo
SLlS Sl Loy ez :Jgius 0

ol (Jedozma 00 oo

Sl Aol 24 o5 e

®

(Ll G i ) &y s i

SE S s gz 3w / G dwl Sul> /55 oMl e
S9 s Lo )dezl /oy ST p ol Sul>

Sl Sl Lo ydama / ol e tame

»

oS sl sals gl e

sl Ol g0 15l 9

(28) s> s / ((omeelSi (Frad (giomn :OLox i

U9 Lo ) de> 1ol C';Jo

D B v BT PEN

»

Coalid 3 doldab ps s (B2LLgbl 251 g 5, ‘riu oo o1 S
CYO_YVVY L OAA ) 952  YO_YVVEATAY ;i

JL:)V""' :"n}

O



Abstracts /140

i
& §/>»

A Critical Evaluation of the Chain of Transmission and
Content of the Hadith “Ma‘ayish al-‘Ibad” Based on
the Methodological Foundations of the Early
Authorities (al-Mutagqaddimiin)

Ali Norouzi*
Abstract
The authentication of hadiths — as the second principal source for the
derivation of Shari‘a rulings—has consistently been a subject of scholarly
debate and ijtihad. The prevailing approach, which considers the
reliability (wathaqa) of transmitters as the sole criterion of authenticity,
stands in contrast to the methodology of the early authorities (al-
mutaqaddimitin), who relied on a constellation of confidence-inducing
corroborative indicators (qara’in muwthiqah) to establish the issuance of
a report. The hadith of Ma‘ayish al-‘Ibad (“Livelihoods of the Servants”),
recorded in Tuhaf al-‘Uqdl by Hasan b. “Alt b. Shu‘bah al-Harrani,
represents a prominent case for examining these two approaches due to
both chain-related controversies—such as idmar (implicit attribution to an
Imam without explicit naming) and irsal (a missing link in the chain of
transmission) —and content-related criticisms, including claims of textual
inconsistency (idtirab) and a compendial or editorialized structure. Using
a descriptive — analytical method and consulting primary hadith, rijal
(biographical evaluation of transmitters), and figh sources, this study
analyzes both the chain of transmission and the textual content of the
hadith. The findings indicate that the content-related criticisms can be
fully refuted by presenting analogous examples from authoritative
transmitted texts. The chain—related objections are likewise mitigated
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through reference to the widespread reliance of Imami jurists and

traditionists on Tuhaf al-‘Uqul and its author, as well as the author’s own
testimony regarding the transmission of reports from trustworthy
transmitters. The credibility of this hadith, therefore, rests not on the
individual reliability of its transmitters but rather on “collective
confidence-inducing indicators” (qarda’in al-wuthiiq al-jam‘iyya) derived
from the authoritative standing of the work among early scholars. This
study demonstrates that the corroboration —centered methodology of the
early authorities in hadith authentication can provide an effective
framework for analyzing contested reports and establishing their
authenticity with greater methodological robustness.

Keywords: Tuhaf al-‘Uqtl, Ma‘ayish al-‘Ibad, hadith authentication,
transmitter ~ reliability  (wathaqat al-rawi), confidence-inducing
corroborative indicators, Hasan b. “Alt b. Shu‘bah al-Harrani.
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