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The Concept of Shubha Sidgiyya and Its Functions in
the Science of Usiil al-Figh

Sayyid Husayn Tahiri !

Muhammad Faizi

Abstract

The examination of various types of doubt (shubuhat) in the process
of deriving Shari‘a rulings is of great importance due to their direct
impact on the determination of the Lawgiver’s (Shari ) ruling. Among
these, shubha sidgiyya (a doubt concerning the applicability or truth of
a concept with respect to an external instance) is a relatively
underexplored category that requires precise analysis in order to
clarify its nature within the process of legal inference. This article
adopts an analytical-comparative methodology, employing library-
based and documentary research, with the aim of elucidating the
nature and legal implications of shubha sidgiyya in usil al-figh.

The study examines the ontological nature of shubha sidgiyya, its
distinction from related categories of doubt—namely conceptual doubt
(shubha mafhimiyya), legal doubt (shubha hukmiyya), instance-based
doubt (shubha misdaqiyya), and subject-based doubt (shubha
mawdii iyya) — and clarifies its ruling once such a doubt becomes
established. The earliest explicit reference to this type of doubt is
found in Shaykh Ansari’s discussion in Kitab al-Tahara. In shubha
sidgiyya, the doubt arises from what may be described as a “gray
zone” at the margins between abstract concepts and external existents,
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which gives rise to uncertainty. The article then explores the sources
of shubha sidqiyya from two perspectives: “ambiguity in existence”

and “ambiguity in understanding.” When the ambiguity pertains to
existence, shubha sidqiyya takes the form of an instance-based doubt
(shubha misdagiyya); when it pertains to understanding, it may revert
either to a conceptual doubt (shubha mafhiimiyya) or to an instance-
based doubt.

The study further examines the applications of shubha sidgiyya in
ustli discussions such as acting upon a general text (al-akhdh bi-I-
‘amm) in cases of doubt regarding a disconnected specifier (shubhat
al-mukhassis al-munfasil), the obligation of investigation (wujiib al-
fahs), the principle of presumption of continuity (istishab), and the
probative authority (hujjivya) of a jurist’s opinion in resolving such
doubt, among others. In conclusion, based on the analyses presented,
shubha sidgiyya in some cases is assimilated to instance-based doubt
and in others to conceptual doubt, and this classification leads to
differing outcomes in various usilt discussions.

Keywords: shubha sidgiyya, conceptual doubt (shubha mafhimiyya),
instance-based doubt (shubha misdagqiyya), typology of doubts.
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