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The Methodological Framework of Ijtihad in the
Thought of Mirza al-Na’ini

Mojtaba Golizadeh®

Abstract
Mirza al-Na’ini (1277-1355 AH) stands as one of the most prominent Usuli
jurists of the last century and remains one of the most influential figures in the
evolution of Shi‘T Ijtihad methodology. Adopting an analytical-critical approach,
this research elucidates the theoretical and epistemological foundations of Ijtihad
in the school of Na’ini, delineates his process of legal inference (istinbar) and
methodological stages, and evaluates the innovations and critiques associated
with his school of thought. The first section examines the epistemological and
philosophical foundations of Na’ini’s thought regarding the relationship between
intellect (‘aql) and tradition (nagl), the probative force of apparent meanings
(hujjiyyat al-zawahir), the role of procedural principles (al-usil al- ‘amaliyyah),
and the status of certainty (gat?) and speculative probability (zann). While
maintaining fidelity to the traditional framework of Usul al-Figh, Na’ini
emphasizes the intellect as an independent source of inference, striving to present
a rationalized systematicity in the understanding of sacred texts. The second
section explicates Na’ini’s process of juristic inference and the stages of his
methodological approach- ranging from the analysis of verbal evidences (al-
adillah al-lafziyyah) to the application of procedural principles. By establishing a
precise distinction between “conceptual” (fasawwuri) and “assertive” (tasdiqi)
significations, and emphasizing the function of rational and traditional principles
in states of legal doubt, Na’ini offers a coherent and rule-based method that has
profoundly influenced contemporary Usuli scholars. The third section reviews the
methodological innovations of Na’ini’s approach alongside the critiques leveled
against it. The findings indicate that Na’ini’s method of Ijtihad, while remaining
loyal to the Usuli tradition of the school of Akhund al-Khorasani, possesses a
distir"l*saheoretical independence and intellectual depth that serves as a dynamic
modei Tor the reconstruction of contemporary ljtihad.

Keywords: Muhaqqgiq al-Na’ini, Ijtihad, Methodology, Custom (‘Ur),
Intellect (‘4¢l), Conduct of the Rational (Sirat al- ‘Uqala).

1. Graduate, Advanced Studies Program, Pure Imams’ Jurisprudential Center, Qom.
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