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An Investigation into Specific Indicators for the Priority
of the Principle of Non-Addition over the Principle of

Non-Omission

Mohammad Reza Mahmoudkhah?

Mohammad Fa’ezi’

Abstract

This study investigates the conflict between two narrations where one contains
an addition (ziyadah) relative to the other, leading to a semantic discrepancy.
Given that the root of such discrepancies may stem from manuscript variations
or lexical entailment, a conflict arises in juristic discourse between the
“Principle of Non-Addition” (4salat ‘Adam al-Ziyadah) and the “Principle of
Non-Omission” (Asalat ‘Adam al-Nagqisah) in determining the preferred
transmission. Employing a descriptive-analytical method, this article examines
the indicators for preferring the transmission containing the addition. In this
regard, while revisiting general indicators-such as the “Conduct of the
Rational” (Sirat al-‘Ugald) and the “Principle of Non-Negligence” (Asalat
‘Adam al-Ghaflah)-the primary focus is directed toward analyzing specific
indicators. These include the narrator being “more meticulous” (adbat), the
consistency of the report containing the addition with other authentic traditions,
and its alignment with the opinions of the early scholars (Qudama) and the
companions of the Imams (as). The findings indicate that the ultimate criterion
in this matter is the establishment of “general speculative probability” (al-Zann
al-Naw 7) and communal assurance. Since the probative force (hujjiyyah) of the
Principle of Non-Addition, as one of the linguistic principles (al-usal al-
lafziyyah), is contingent upon the formation of general speculative probability,
once this probability is established regarding the report containing the addition,
its issuance is affirmed and it is granted priority.

Keywords: Principle of Non-Addition, Principle of Non-Omission, Principle
of Non-Negligence, Conduct of the Rational, General Speculative Probability
(al-Zann al-Naw ), Meticulousness (Adbatiyyah).
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