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A Comparative Approach to the Principle of
Prioritizing the Repulsion of Harm over the Acquisition
of Benefit

Mohammad Amin Moradzadeh®
Seyyed Hossein Manafi2

Abstract
Rational principles (al-gawa ‘id al- ‘aqliyyah) significantly influence Sharia issues
and legal rulings. These principles are rooted in the foundations of “interests and
harms” (al-masalih wa al-mafasid) and “rational goodness and evil” (al-fusn wa
al-qubh al-‘aqliyyayn) as maintained by the Imamiyyah school. Among the most
complex of these is the rule: “Repelling harm is prioritized over the acquisition of
benefit” (Daf* al-mafsadah awlda min jalb al-maslahah). The profound impact of
this principle on the discipline of Usil al-Figh and the derivation of legal rulings
has necessitated its involvement in critical jurisprudential discourses. Regardless
of the theoretical debates concerning its probative force (hujjiyyah), the practical
efficacy of this rational principle is evident in the tradition of the jurists (fugaha)
and its application across various legal and procedural contexts. Consequently, it
is essential to delineate a more precise conceptual framework for this rule. This
article represents the first comparative study of the priority of repelling harm over
acquiring benefit. It examines the criteria for interests and harms, their application
to obligations (wajibat) and prohibitions (muharramat), and the underlying
foundations of the jurists to provide a comprehensive analysis of the rule’s
applications within the principles of jurisprudence.

Keywords: Harm (Mafsadah), Benefit/Interest (Maslahah), Priority
(Awlawiyyah), Advantage (Manfa ‘ah), Application of the Maxim.
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