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The Jurisprudential Status of Time as Property from the

Perspective of Imami Jurisprudence

Mohammad Mahdi Movahedi*

Abstract
The question of whether “time” possesses proprietary status (maliyyat) is a
subject that, despite its widespread customary relevance, has not been
independently addressed in Imami jurisprudence. This research, with the
objective of explicating the jurisprudential ruling on the proprietary status of
time, examines the foundations and criteria presented in the discourse of jurists
across various chapters-including the definition of property (mal), the labor of a
free person (‘amal-e hurr), possession via an invalid contract (maqbid bi- ‘agd
fasid), and usurpation (ghasb). The methodology is descriptive-analytical, relying
on an extensive investigation into authoritative Imami jurisprudential sources.
The findings indicate that the criterion for proprietary status in Imami
jurisprudence is an i ‘tibart (socially or legally constructed) matter, contingent
upon rational inclination (raghbat-e ‘uqala’i) and the willingness to exchange
wealth for an object. Accordingly, the labor of a free person is deemed to possess
proprietary status. Given that the realization of any human action is inherently
contingent upon the expenditure of time, and that in many instances, the
valuation of an action is derived from the time dedicated to its completion—for
which the custom (‘urf) pays a wage-it follows that time can also be classified as
property.

Keywords: Proprietary Status (Maliyyat), Time, Labor of a Free Person
(‘Amal-e Hurr), Property (Mal).

1. Advanced Student, Pure Imams’ Jurisprudential Center, Qom. usermahdi.m@gmail.com
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