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Child Labor within the Jurisprudential Framework:

A Focus on the Criterion of “Child’s Interest”

Hojjat Hekmat!

Abstract
This research provides a rigorous analysis of the ruling regarding “the
employment of children in economic activities.” The central inquiry involves
determining the scope of the primary principle of prohibition and identifying the
instances of its permissibility, centered on the fundamental concept of “the
child’s interest” (maslahat al-fiff) as the decisive criterion. Employing a
descriptive-analytical method, this study establishes the primary principle of the
prohibition of child labor as a protective framework. This is derived through four
categories of evidence: the Quranic principle of obligation according to capacity
(taklif ‘ala qadr al-taqah), traditions regarding the obligation of financial
maintenance (nafagah), the tradition prohibiting the employment of unskilled
children, and the conduct of the rational (bina-ye ‘ugala). This framework
explicitly deems any exploitative, unjust act, or action exceeding the child’s
physical or mental capacity as prohibited (haram). Conversely, this study
demonstrates with precision that this prohibition is not absolute. In cases where
the child’s best interest is served-such as through skill acquisition, economic
training, the fostering of responsibility, and socialization-this prohibition may be
relaxed. Accordingly, whenever an economic activity is appropriate for the
child’s age, physical, and psychological capacity, conducted without coercion or
pressure, and under the strict supervision of the legal guardian (wali), there is no
defensible legal basis for its prohibition. Upon fulfilling all such conditions, one
may rule for its jurisprudential permissibility. The research findings emphasize
that the ultimate standard of judgment in this domain is the absolute prioritization
of the “child’s interest” over any personal, economic, or familial gain.
Consequently, the entire spectrum of rulings, from “protective prohibition” to
“educational permissibility,” can be elucidated and defined in light of this key
concept.

Keywords: Child Labor, Islamic Jurisprudence, Child’s Interest (Maslahah),
Children’s Rights, Employment of Children.
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