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The Scope of the Wali's Authority over the Property and
Lives of the Mawla 'Alayhim: An Analysis of the Verse ""The
Prophet has More Authority over the Believers than They
Themselves' from the Perspective of Muhaqqiq al-Isfahani

Seyyed Morteza Panjtanian®

Abstract
According to the explicit text (Nass) of the noble verse, "The Prophet has more
authority over the believers than they themselves,” God the Almighty has
established a form of Wilayah (authority/guardianship) for the Holy Prophet
(Peace Be Upon Him), which, according to Shi‘a belief, the Imams (Peace Be
Upon Them) also possess. Nevertheless, elucidating the intent of this verse and
the scope of their Wilayah has been a subject of disagreement among jurists
(Fugaha), and various possibilities regarding its implication (Dalalah) have been
posited. Employing a descriptive-analytical methodology based on library
research, this article examines the scope of the Wali's (guardian/ruler) Wilayah
over the properties and lives of the Mawla ‘alayhim (those under guardianship),
focusing specifically on the viewpoint of Muhaqqiq al-Isfahani (may his soul be
sanctified). The innovation of this research lies in the comparative analysis of the
two possibilities proposed by him regarding the implication of the verse,
alongside an examination of them based on reason (‘Agl) and practical conduct
(Sirah). The findings of the research demonstrate that the Wilayah of the Wali is
contingent upon a conflict with the will of the Mawla 'alayh. Therefore, this verse
does not indicate absolute authority (Wilayah Mutlagah); rather, the precedence
(Awlawiyyah) of the Wali is actualized only in cases of conflict (Tazahum) and
necessity.

Keywords: Wilayah (Authority/Guardianship), Wali (Guardian/Ruler),
Mawla 'Alayhim (Those Under Guardianship), Muhaqqiq al-Isfahani, Hakim
(Ruler/Judge).

1. Level 4 Seminary Scholar at the Jurisprudential Center of the Pure Imams (Peace Be
Upon Them) (Panjtanian1393@gmail.com).
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