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The Precedence of Haqq al-Nas over Haqq Allah:
Between Affirmation and Negation

Mohammad Hossein Abbasi*

Abstract
One of the issues that has occupied the minds of both scholars and non-scholars
is whether instances of Haqq al-Nas (the rights of the people) take precedence
over Haqq Allah (the rights of God) in the event of Tazahum (conflict of duties).
Traditionally, an Irtikaz (ingrained tacit understanding) has formed among the
Mutasharri‘ah (religious community) that the rights of the people bear far greater
importance than the rights of God and thus require distinct attention.
Consequently, the present article seeks to answer the following question: which
of these two rights takes precedence over the other in cases of conflict? To arrive
at an a-following an examination of both narrative and non-narrative evidence-is
that neither right holds absolute, general precedence over the other. Furthermore,
the superior strength of the Milak (underlying jurisprudential rationale/criterion)
of one right over the other cannot be universally established. Hence, if
precedence is deduced from a specific tradition or evidence, it is restricted strictly
to that specific instance. Such precedence must be regarded on a case-by-case
basis and treated logically as a Mujibah Juz'iyyah (a particular affirmative
proposition).

Keywords: Haqqg Allah (Rights of God), Hagq al-Nas (Rights of the People),
Precedence of Hajj, Precedence of Debt, Tazahum (Conflict of duties).

1. Level 4 Seminary Scholar in the specialized field of Jurisprudence (Figh) and its
Principles (Usul), Graduate of the Jurisprudential Center of the Pure Imams (Peace Be
Upon Them) in Qom, and Professor at Al-Mustafa International University
(mohmad0310758572@gmail.com).
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