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The Nature and Validity of the Linguistic Maxim "'Idha
Ijtama’a Iftaraga wa Idha Iftaraga ljtama‘'a™

Hossein Bagerzadeh®
Seyyed Hossein Manafi2

Abstract
The maxim "Idha ljtama‘a Iftaraga wa Idha Iftaraga Ijtama'a™ (When combined they
differ, and when separated they combine) is one of the applied principles in the science
of Usul al-Figh (Principles of Islamic Jurisprudence). It plays an effective role in
elucidating the implication (Dalalah) of words with convergent meanings (Alfaz
Mutagaribat al-Ma'na), such as "Fagir" (poor) and "Miskin™ (needy), or "Iman" (faith)
and "Islam™ (submission). Despite the linguistic background of this maxim, which
dates back to the works of the tenth century AH, and its jurisprudential application, its
foundational nature has rarely been subjected to an independent analysis.
The present study evaluates six probable foundations to justify this maxim: metaphor
(Majaz), homonymy/lexical ambiguity (Ishtirak Lafzi), stipulated religious meaning
(Hagigah Shar'iyyah), conceptual divergence with extensional unity (Tabayun
Mafhumi ba Wahdat-i Misdaqg), synonymy and semantic diversion (Taraduf and
Insiraf), and conceptual divergence with a shared ruling (Tabayun Mafhumi ba
Ishtirak dar Hukm). It also elucidates the jurisprudential consequences (Thamarat
Fighiyyah) of each foundation. Employing the method of analyzing the layers of
implication, the research findings demonstrate that the possibilities based on
metaphor, homonymy, and stipulated religious meaning lack Usuli validity due to
their conflict with the rational principles (Usul ‘Ugala‘iyyah) of “the presumption of
literal meaning” (Asalat al-Hagigah), "the non-existence of homonymy" (‘Adam al-
Ishtirak), and "the non-transference of meaning™ (‘Adam al-Nagql).
Ultimately, the selected theory rests upon maintaining conceptual divergence
(Tabayun Mafhumi). This implies that the words retain their distinct and divergent
lexical meanings, but at the level of serious intent (Murad Jiddi)- and aided by
external contextual indicators (Qara'in Kharijiyyah) or the congruity between the
ruling and its subject (Tanasub al-Hukm wa al-Mawdu'- they share a common
extension (Misdaq) or underlying rationale for the ruling (Milak al-Hukm). Therefore,
this maxim is not an unquestionable, stipulated linguistic rule (Qanun Ta'abbudi
Lughawi); rather, it is a conclusion derived from the content analysis of speech in
specific instances.

Keywords: Idha ljtama‘'a Iftaraga (When Combined They Differ), Faqir and
Miskin (Poor and Needy), Ishtirak Lafzi (Homonymy), Taraduf (Synonymy), Asalat
al-Hagigah (Presumption of Literal Meaning).
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