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Foundations and Scope of the Obligation to Preserve Life: An
Analysis Based on the Views of Ayatollah Mohammad-Javad
Fazel Lankarani

Ahmadreza Khosravit
Abstract

The preservation of life is one of the key and widely applied concepts in Islamic
jurisprudence. Despite its apparent self-evident nature, it requires a precise and
comprehensive examination of the scope and extent of the obligation to preserve
one’s own life and the lives of others. Adopting an analytical—ijtihadi approach and
drawing on library-based and digital research resources, this study examines the
jurisprudential foundations and scope of the obligation to preserve life, with
particular emphasis on the views of Ayatollah Mohammad-Javad Fazel Lankarani.
The findings indicate that the importance accorded by the Shari‘a to the obligation
of preserving life is such that relatively few obligatory or prohibited acts can prevail
over it in cases of conflict between legal duties. The evidence concerning the
prohibition of suicide, the permissibility of otherwise prohibited acts in situations of
necessity (idtirar), and the jurisprudential basis of tagiyya constitute among the most
important foundations of this obligation. The scope of the obligation to preserve life
extends to the point where it may serve as a legitimate excuse or justification ( ‘udhr)
for interfering with another person’s property; however, it does not extend to the
point of permitting the Killing of another person. The findings of this study provide a
framework for addressing contemporary jurisprudential issues in the areas of jihad,
enjoining good and forbidding evil, and gisas (retaliatory justice).

Keywords: preservation of life, inviolable human life (nafs muhtarama), necessity
(idtirar), tagiyya, suicide, conflict between life and property.

1. Level 3 Hawza llmiyya of Qom; M.A. in Jurisprudence and Principles of Islamic Law;
Researcher, Imams’ Jurisprudential Center (A.S.); A.r.khosravi.313@gmail.com
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