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Analysis of the Evidentiary Significance of the Narration “Li-
Anna Ma F1 Batniha Minha” in Establishing the Mother’s
Ownership of Fetal Umbilical Cord Blood

Mehdi Malekshahi Sefat*
Seyyed Abdolhossein Navab Kashani?

Abstract

Umbilical cord blood is an emerging issue in medical jurisprudence, and the
determination of its ownership has gained particular importance with the expansion of
its therapeutic applications, including storage and therapeutic use of stem cells.
Focusing on the phrase “li-anna ma fi batniha minha” (‘“because what is in her womb
is part of her”) from a narration attributed to Imam al-Bagir (peace be upon him), the
present study examines the chain of transmission of the narration and analyzes its
evidentiary significance in establishing the mother’s ownership of umbilical cord
blood according to Imami jurisprudence. Employing a descriptive—analytical method
and drawing upon hadith sources and the opinions of Imamt jurists, the study finds that
the concluding rationale of the narration clearly indicates the attribution of the
components located within the womb to the mother. Accordingly, it may serve as a
basis for establishing the mother’s ownership of umbilical cord blood. As an
independent textual proof, this narration occupies a central position alongside other
jurisprudential principles, such as the principle of continuity (istishab) and the
principle of dependency (qa ‘idat al-taba iyya). Therefore, the narration not only
provides jurisprudential support for the mother’s ownership of umbilical cord blood
but may also serve as a basis for ijtihad in emerging issues concerning the legal and
ethical dimensions of umbilical cord blood.

Keywords: medical jurisprudence, umbilical cord blood, ownership of umbilical
cord blood, analysis of the narration “Ma F1 Batniha Minha.”
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