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The Role of “Ihtimam” Narrations in the Necessity of Treating
Contagious Patients by the State

Mohammad Qaeni®
Ammar Nasrollahi?

Abstract

Islamic law attaches exceptional importance to the preservation of human life, to the
extent that saving a single person is regarded as equivalent to reviving the entire
community. Accordingly, governments and ruling authorities bear a serious
responsibility for safeguarding public health and ensuring access to medical
treatment, especially during outbreaks of contagious diseases. Based on the
principles of medical and political jurisprudence, several evidences can be
established to support the state’s obligation to treat patients. Among the most
pertinent proofs are the narrations concerning ihtimam bi-umir al-muslimin
(concern for the affairs of Muslims), which have rarely been explored in this
context. These narrations are usually interpreted as recommendatory rather than
obligatory. However, through a careful examination of their content, in light of the
supreme objectives of Islamic law (magdasid al-shari‘ah) and its emphasis on the
sanctity of human life and prompt medical care, new insights can be reached. The
scope of responsibility implied in these narrations is comprehensive, encompassing
all individuals and governmental institutions entrusted with ensuring the health of
society. Furthermore, these narrations extend to all those who are legally recognized
as Muslims, obligating the state to meet the needs of every Muslim without
discrimination based on degrees of faith or religiosity. Most importantly, those who
remain indifferent to the suffering and affairs of the people are, according to the
narrations, excluded from the circle of Islam.

Keywords: Ihtimam, Affairs of Muslims, Contagious Disease, Obligation of
Treatment, Duties of the State.lIslamic schools, combat (gital), initiatory jihad
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Imams of the Holy Land Jurisprudence Center. nasramar229@gmail.com
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