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The Literal or Metaphorical Application of the Term Walad
(Child) to the Fetus

Qasem Farahani

Abstract

This paper examines whether the application of the Arabic term walad (“child”) to a
fetus should be understood as literal (hagiqi) or metaphorical (majazi). The issue has
been a subject of debate in both jurisprudential and linguistic sources, resulting in
two main perspectives: some scholars consider the use of walad for the fetus to be
literal, while others regard it as figurative. The research employs a combined
methodology of transmitted (naqli) and revelatory (wahyani) reasoning,
supplemented by rational and demonstrative (burhani) analysis, based on evidence
drawn from the Qur’an, authentic narrations, classical lexicons, and jurisprudential
texts. The central objective of the study is to clarify whether the term walad-as used
in Islamic legal texts-can be applied to the fetus, thereby determining whether the
rulings legislated for walad in the revealed texts are also applicable to the fetus.
The findings indicate that, considering the frequent use of walad in juristic and
hadith sources as a specialized customary term (‘urf khdss), together with the
endorsement of lexicographers who confirm its literal applicability to the fetus, and
given the interpretive authority of jurists as the practical legislators of this
specialized usage, the metaphorical interpretation is untenable. Accordingly, both
linguistic and jurisprudential evidence strongly support the view that the term walad
is used in its literal sense when applied to the fetus.

Keywords: Literal Usage, Metaphorical Usage, Walad (Child), Fetus.

1. Professor at the Qom Seminary, Senior Researcher in Medical Jurisprudence at the Imams Jurisprudence
Center. Frahanygasml@gmail.com
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