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The Therapeutic Contract of Skin Transplantation from an
Islamic Jurisprudential Perspective

Seyed Abdolhossein Mousavinia*
Hamid Sotoudeh Khorasani ?

Abstract

This article explores the jurisprudential dimensions of the therapeutic contract of skin
transplantation, particularly in the context of cosmetic surgery, and seeks to assess its
legitimacy within the framework of Islamic legal principles. The findings indicate that
the therapeutic contract possesses an independent and indeterminate legal nature that
cannot be classified under any of the well-defined nominate contracts in Islamic or
civil law. According to Article 10 of the Iranian Civil Code, such contracts are
governed by the mutual consent of the parties and by customary and professional
obligations. If this characterization is not accepted, the sul/h (amicable settlement)
contract may serve as a more suitable framework due to its flexibility and capacity to
include diverse conditions. In cases of medical necessity-such as skin grafts for burn
victims-the legitimacy of this contract is indisputable. However, in cosmetic
procedures, its legitimacy depends on the intention of the parties, informed consent,
and the absence of deception. Whenever skin transplantation results in deceit or
fraudulent misrepresentation, the contract lacks jurisprudential validity. Conversely,
when the procedure aims at psychological recovery and the enhancement of self-
confidence, it can be considered legitimate within Islamic jurisprudence.

Keywords: Medical Jurisprudence, Skin Transplantation, Organ Donation, Human
Skin, Skin Bank.
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